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The following one hour workshop plan has been developed as part of Maths4Us, a joint initiative between unionlearn, NIACE and the National Centre for Excellence in Teaching Mathematics (NCETM) to encourage people to tackle numeracy, take-up numeracy learning and have fun with maths.    
It can be used by anyone who wants to champion maths in their organisation.
	Time
	Activity
	Resources

	00:00 


	Introduce aims of session

· To engage participants in enjoyable, stimulating mathematical experiences

· To enthuse them to be positive about maths and to support others to engage with maths learning
	

	05:00

	What’s in a number?

Ask participants to discuss with their partner, what’s their lucky number and why?  Give them a few minutes and then ask people to share.  Pick a few examples and pose the question:  What do you know about eg the number 12?? (You can use any number).

This is a quick fire exercise; a dozen, even number, inches to a foot, etc.

Use as a feed-in to using numbers all the time in our everyday life. 

Explain that we all use numbers extensively in everyday activities give some examples such as number on the bus, reading a time-table, measuring items for cooking etc. Pick up examples from delegates but keep the activity brisk.
	

	00.15
	Sharing past experiences

Maths at school: what was it like for you?  Depending on size of group, either group discussion, or talk with a partner and then ask people to share.  Explain that experiences of maths at school can be very negative and damaging for some people and there is a need to reverse/challenge this.  NRDC research shows that it’s not complacency that stops people joining maths classes but fear. Stress that learning as an adult is different because we have changed, the curriculum has changed and the teaching has changed!
	

	00:30
	Numeracy loop 
Give all the delegates a card and keep one for yourself.  

Explain how the loop will work using three example cards (one for the presenter and two to delegates). Read out the numerical question and the person with the correct card, provides the answer which will be on their card. They will then read out their question. Demonstrate with the three example cards and then run the trail with the whole group.

This numeracy loop will eventually return to the answer on the presenter’s card.  
	Numeracy loop cards (see below)

	00:45
	Ask the question: is it true that to multiply a number by ten, you just need to  place zero at the end of it?
· Always

· Sometimes

· Never

Discuss in pairs and then as a group – exceptions are zero itself, negative numbers, decimals ..
	

	0:50
	A question to finish: Why do buses come in twos? 

You can spend ages waiting for a bus and then two come at once?

Discuss briefly.

eg buses leave every fifteen minutes, at some point along the route there is a increase in passengers at a stop, this delays the bus and more passengers accumulate at the next stop. The bus behind the delayed bus, has fewer passengers to pickup so it progresses faster. Start of a vicious circle, with the second one catching up with the first.

Summarise the session and ask them to think about the next steps they could take to encourage maths learning.  
	


	Starting Card / End Card

10

Halve it
	5

Subtract 2
	12

Halve it

	3

Multiply by 5
	15

Double it
	4

Add 8

	30

Take away 10
	20

How many fives are in it?
	600

Subtract 400

	200

Halve it and halve it again
	50

Take away 10
	6

Take this from 606

	40

Subtract 5
	35

How many 5s in this?
	4


	7

Is this odd or even?
	Odd

How many odd numbers between 0 and 18?
	18

Subtract 4

	14

Add 9
	23

Add 5
	2
Double it

	28

Is this even or odd?
	Even

Which even number comes after 99?
	5

Subtract 3

	100

How many 50s are in this?
	2

How many 2s are in 20?
	Starting Card / End Card

25
Divide by 5

	9

Double it
	
	











