
TIMELY TIPS 2
We are used to telling the time from an ordinary clock or watch
face. 
Did you know it can help us with fractions and decimals too?
In ‘Timely tips 1’ we found that time can be ‘tricky’ because
there are 60 minutes in an hour so it can be confusing when we
come to do calculations.
Calculations are much easier if we write a period of time as a
decimal. We may need to check our pay slip or work out time
differences. It also means we can use a calculator!

Halves and quarters
The clock face shows the minute hand at ‘half past’.
A half is written as 0.5 as a decimal.
So….. 30 minutes is the same as 0.5hrs.
So how would we write 3 1/2 hrs as a decimal?……. 3.5hrs
How could you write 6 hours 30 minutes as a decimal? 

This face shows the minute hand at ‘quarter past’.
A quarter is written as 0.25 as a decimal.
So……. 15 minutes is the same as 0.25hrs.
So how would we write 5 1/4 hrs as a decimal?…….. 5.25hrs
How could you write 4 hours 15 minutes as a decimal?

This face shows the minute hand at ‘quarter to’. 
That means three quarters of the hour have passed.
A quarter is written as 0.25 as a decimal so three quarters are
0.75
So……. 45 minutes is the same as 0.75hrs.
So how would we write 2 3/4 hrs as a decimal?…….. 2.75hrs
How could you write 3 hours 45 minutes as a decimal?



If each member of boyband
One Direction tweets 10
times in one hour, how mant
tweets do One Direction

make in a week

Follow this one
I’ve worked 6 3/4 hrs today. What’s my pay at £8 per hour?
Step 1 Change the time to a decimal….. 6.75hrs
Step 2 Multiply the time you worked by your rate of pay on a calculator…. 

6.75 x 8 = £54

Over to you
1. I’ve worked 8 1/4 hrs today. What’s my pay at £9.32 per hour?
2. I’ve worked 7hrs 15mins today. What’s my pay at £8.60 per hour?
3. I worked 8 1/4 hrs yesterday and 6hrs 30mins today. What’s my pay at £12.45 per
hour?

1.  8.25 x 9.32 = £76.89  
2.  7.25 x 8.6 = £62.35
3.  First find total time: 8.25 + 6.5 = 14.75hrs then find pay 14.75 x 12.45 = £183.64 (to the nearest
penny)


